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COT OFFERS FREE RENEWABLE ENERGY WORKSHOPS
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana College of Technology will hold two workshops on
renewable energy in Missoula July 28 and Aug. 4. Both workshops are free and open to
the public.
The workshops are designed for those who work in the field of renewable energy
or are interested in bioenergy and want to learn about producing electricity and heat from
waste wood.
The first workshop, “Safety Training Session for Renewable Energy
Practitioners,” will take place from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, July 28, in Room HB06
of the COT Health Business Building, located at 909 South Ave. W.
The workshop provides an introduction to and overview of the relevant safety,
licensing and regulatory issues specific to the renewable energy industry. Emphasis will
be placed on providing participants the information and resources to understand the
safety components of the industry, as well as providing a blueprint to ensure compliance
and personal safety upon entering the industry.
Workshop leaders are John Jones and Danyel Schulze, instructors contracted to
Northwestern Energy specific to renewable energy safety and licensing requirements.
Instructors include Mark Hallgrimson and Dan Fitzpatrick of Northwestern Energy and

Conor Darby and Orion Thornton from the Montana Renewable Energy Association, who
are certified by the North American Board of Certified Energy Practitioners.
A “Bioenergy Workshop” will be held from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, Aug. 4, at
the USDA Forest Service’s Missoula Technology Development Center, located at 5785
Highway 10 W.
This workshop, hosted by COT and the Alternative Energy Technologies Group,
features the BioMax® wood chip gasifier. Participants will learn how to produce
electricity and heat from waste wood by using an updated form of World War II
gasification technology. They will be able to examine the components of this advanced
automated system and get some hands-on training in its start-up, operation and
maintenance.
For more information or to reserve a space in these workshops, go online to
http://ace.cte.umt.edu, call Jenny at 406-243-7916, or e-mail
jennifer.gorsegner@mso.umt.edu.
The workshops are paid for in part by a U.S. Department of Labor WIRED grant
from the Montana Department of Commerce in conjunction with the Montana
Department of Labor.
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